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A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE WICHITA 
MOUNTAINS OF OKLAHOMA 


Arthur F. Halloran, Wildlife Management Biologist 
Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge 


and 


Jack D. Haley, Assistant Archivist 
Division of Manuscripts 
University of Oklahoma Library 


A Rising abruptly from the gently rolling plains of south- 

western Oklahoma, the picturesque Wichita Mountains 
form one of the most unique areas in the Southern Plains. For well 
over half a century, the historic and scenic Wichitas have been a 
mecca for tourists and scholars, many of whom have written of 
their experiences and studies in the region. A rather large pro- 
portion of these writings relate to the Wichita Mountains Wildlife 
Refuge, established in 1905, which is located in the heart of the 
rugged main range of the geologically ancient mountains." On this 
59,000-acre refuge, over 200 different species of birds have been 
identified, and herds of buffalo, Texas longhorns, deer, elk, prong- 
horns, and wild turkeys range the valleys and hills. 


The literature of the Wichitas is extensive and diverse. For 
this reason, the bibliography that follows is presented in three 
parts. Popular type material comprises the first grouping; the sec- 
ond section is concerned with general works, often containing de- 
tailed references on the Wichitas; and, the third and most detailed 
listing consists of scientific and historical entries. The latter will 
be of particular interest to researchers who use the Wichita Refuge 
as a great outdoor laboratory. 


This is by no means to be considered an exhaustive bibliog- 
raphy on the Wichita Mountains, for there are undoubtedly many 
titles which have escaped notice. No attempt has been made to 
include the many newspaper stories that have been written about 
the Wichitas. Very few works have been included which speci- 
fically relate to the Wichita, Comanche, and Kiowa Indians who 
have long been associated with the area. Many of the titles cited 
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are no longer readily available, although most of them can be found 
in a good reference library. In some instances when the titles are 
not self-explanatory, short annotations have been added. } 











1. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. 1960. 
Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge. Rev. ed. Refuge Leaflet 4-R. 
Describes the establishment of the Wichita Refuge. 


POPULAR REFERENCES 
Anon. 1915. A legend of Medicine Bluff. Univ. Okla. Mag., 4(5-6):7-10. 


. 1930. Dethroning an Oklahoma king. Literary Digest, 62:40,42. 
Oct. 18. Longhorns on the Wichita Refuge. 


eoacauel . 1940. Longhorns on refuges recall frontier days. Am. Cattle Pro- 
ducer, p. 16-18, March. 


............ 1945. Texas longhorns had a narrow escape from total extinction. 
*  M-K-T Employees Mag., p. 7, Jan. 


. 1946. Quartz Mountains State Park. Okla. Game & Fish News, 
2(5):4-6. 


.... 1947. Buck deer stage fight to death. Okla. Game & Fish News, 
3(4):20. On Wichita Refuge. 


eee . 1955. Wichita Wildlife Refuge. Okla. Game & Fish News, 10(6) :8. 


... 1956. Sec. of the Interior Douglas McKay; Wichita Mountains 
National Wildlife Refuge. Nat. Mag., 49:7. Jan. . 


ere . 1957a Army at Wichita. Nat'l Parks Mag., 31(131):176, 189. 


pee creed 1957b Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge safeguard. Nat'l Parks 
Mag., 31(129):78,96. 


. 1958a. A ring around a refuge. Nat'l Parks Mag., 32(132):39. 


... 1958b. Fort Sill personnel push expansion. Nat'l Parks Mag., 32 
(133 ) :66. 


aickiond 1959. Conservation news briefs. (Sill expansion plans dropped). 
Nat'l Parks Mag., 33( 146) :14. 


Barker, W. 1955. Wichita Refuge. Am. Forest, 61:24-25. Jan. 


Blair, C. P. 1960. Outdoor Column. Sharonsteel Record, Sharon, Penn. Sept. 
Describes Wichita from brochure material. 


Blackburn, Clifford, 1923. Lawton in scenic Wichitas is playground of 
Southwest. Rock Island Mag., Nov., p. 14, 15 & 55. Illus. 


Blakeney, L. W. 1927. The Wichitas. My Oklahoma, 1(4):7. Poem. 


Blossom, J. W. 1940. Oklahoma steaks. The Express Messenger (Railway 
Express Mag.), p. 9 & 30. Mar. 


Boucher, V. 1957. Saving American wildlife. County Life (London), 132 
(3158 ):156-158. Tells of a Wichita Refuge visit. 
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Debo, Angie. 1956. Two graves in Oklahoma. Harper’s Mag., 213 (1279): 
64-66. Brief description and historical background with account of 
removal of the graves of Quanah and Cynthia Ann Parker from Post 
Oak Mission Cemetery. 


Elliott, C. 1958a. Army and wildlife. Outdoor Life, 122-23-24. 


. 1958b. Conservation vs. Army: Wichita Mountains National Wild- 
life Refuge, Oklahoma. Outdoor Life, 120:19. 


. 1958c. Showdown in Oklahoma. Outdoor Life, 121:17-18. Fort 
Sill’s expansion into refuge. 

Galati, Robert. 1956. Wichita Wildlife Refuge endangered. The Flicker, 
28:46-48,50. 


Gutermuth, C, R. 1956. War on the Wichita. Am. Forests, 62:14-16,44-46. 


Hewins, Lena O. 1909. A Wichita Mountain goat ranch. Sturm’s Okla. Mag., 
9( 4) :47-48. 


Hoge, Bill. 1947. Lawton rangers aid buffalo drive. The Roundup (Okla- 
homa City), 1(9):7-9. 


Hornbeck, Lewis. 1909. Through Wichita Mountains with McMasters. 
Sturm’s Okla. Mag., 8(3) :34-40. 


Howard, Orville. 1960. Longhorns. The Quarter Horse J., 12(10):20-21, 
52, 64. Mentions an Amarillo horn dealer. 


Hoy, H. E., and J. W. Morris. 1961. Oklahoma. Nelson Doubleday, Inc., 
Garden City, N. Y. 64 p. Illus. Mentions Wichitas in brief discussion 
of Oklahoma’s places of interest. 


Lawton Chamber of Commerce. 1934. The story of the Wichitas. Lawton, 
Okla. 31 p. illus. 


Lewy, Alfred. 1944. A visit to a wildlife refuge. The Audubon Bull. (III. 
Aud. Soc., Chicago), 52:1-6. 


Mahaffey, Juanita 1953. Buffalo marketed on a scientific basis. Okla. Game 
& Fish, 9(3):8-9. 


srceecaes 1955. Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge in danger. Okla. Game 
& Fish News, 11(5):2. Editorial. 


Nice, M. M. 1955. Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge in peril. Nat. Mag., 
48 :292-294. 


Oklahoma Game & Fish Comm. 1936. Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge, 
p. 48-50. Map. In Biennial Report, Game & Fish Comm., Okla. City. 


Sandoz, Mildred. 1939. The Wichitas. Outdoor Oklahoma, 1(3):12. 


Stroud, Harry A. n. d. Wichita Forest buffalo; herd of over 300 has grown 
from small herd brought from New York. Historical Romances 
(Mimeographed Mag. at Lawton c. 1932). Reference copy damaged 
and incomplete. 


Sutton, Fred. 1926. The Devil’s Canyon in Oklahoma; a weird and ghostly 
place. 101 Mag. (Publication of Cherokee Strip Cow Puncher’s 
Assoc. ), 2(2):5,10. 
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Sylvester, Charles. 1929. Jim and the wild woman of the Wichitas. Copy- 
righted 1929 by Harriet Jamieson. 19 p. Privately printed. Indian 
legend. 


Titus, Harold. 1958. Conservation: Wildlife or Missiles? Field & Stream. 
p- 56. April. 


Van Dresser, C. 1958. Conservation on military lands. Am. Forests, 64: 
18-19+. 


Van Fleet, Clark C. 1955. The army invades the Wichita Mountains. Atlantic 
Monthly, 196:67-68. 


Williams, M. W. 1957. The Wichitas, land of the living prairie. Nat'l. Geog. 
Mag., 111(5):661-697. illus. An outstanding presentation. 


Williamson, G. Y. 1950. Refuge in the Wichitas. Buick Mag., 11(10):11. 


Wilson, Clay. 1953. The larger lakes of Southwest Oklahoma. Okla. Game 
& Fish News, 9(9):15-17. Lake Lawtonka, Snyder, Altus, and 11 
lakes in Wichita Refuge. 


Wilson, C. M. 1956. Comeback of the killer cattle. True. p. 34, 70-74. July. 


GENERAL REFERENCES 


In many of the following scientific studies, some of the specimens 
referred to were collected in the Wichita Mountains. Most of the other 
titles are concerned, at least partially, with the history, geography, economy, 
and description of the region. In every case the Wichitas are at least 
casually mentioned and in some cases they are referred to in some detail. 


Allen, Durward L. 1954. Our wildlife legacy. Funk & Wagnalls Co., 422p. 


Alexander, P. L. 1901. Alexander’s compendum; facts about Oklahoma City 
in detail, Oklahoma Territory in general, Kiowa and Comanche coun- 
try in particular. Times Publishing Co., Oklahoma City. 208 p. 


American Bison Society. 1908. First annual report of . . ., 1905-1907. 94p. 
Wichita Refuge referred to in various parts of report. 


cece 1909. Second annual report of . . ., 1908-1909. 85 p. illus. Preserva- 
tion of buffalo on Wichita Refuge. 


. 1912. Fifth annual report of . . ., 1912. 50 p.t+ appendix. Wichita 
Refuge, p. 1, 2, and illus. of buffalo herd. 


. 1916. Tenth annual report of . . ., 1915-1916. 89 p. illus. Wichita 
Refuge, p. 16, 20-21, 44-45, 63. 


Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad. 1896. Oklahoma: Cherokee Strip 
Country, Kiowa and Comanche, Wichita, Otoe, and Ponca reserva- 
tions. Rand, McNally & Co., Chicago. 18 p. map. illus. A promotional 
brochure. 


Aurin, Fritz. 1917. Geology of the Redbeds of Oklahoma. Okla. Geol. Surv. 
Bull. 30. 66 p. Refers to Wichitas on p. 20, 22, 37-38. 


Battey, Thomas C. 1875. The life and adventures of a Quaker among the 
Indians. Lee & Shepherd, Boston. 339 p. Indian Agent’s account of 
visit to Mt. Scott, description and legends of Wichitas, and general 
history. 


SPRING 1/2 1962 


Baynes, E. H. 1908. The fight to save the buffalo; the last stand of our nation- 
al animal, his present status and his chance for the future, how we 
can help him. Country Life In America, 13(3):295-298, 346, 348, 
350, 352, 354. Am. Bison Society and founding of Wichita buffalo 
herd. 


Bird, R. D. 1932. Oklahoma spiders. Univ. Okla. Publ. Biol. Surv. No. 1. 


Brauch, E. D. 1929. The hunting of the buffalo. D. Appleton & Co., N. Y. 
VII + 240 p. illus. Frontispiece photo of “Black Dog”, famous Wichita 
buffalo. 


Brill, Charles J. 1930. What Indian tongues could tell! Southwest Wilds and 
Waters 2(4):15-17, 42-43. Contains biographical information on 
Frank Rush and his life. Also his long tour as supervisor of Wichita 
Wildlife Refuge. 


Brown, W. J. 1928. An annotated list of the Coprophagous scarabaeidae 
known to occur in Oklahoma Proc. Okla. Acad, Scie., 7:24-39. 


Bruner, W. E. 1931. The vegetation of Oklahoma. Ecol. Monog., 1:100-188. 


Bureau of Biological Survey. 1935. Wildlife Research and Management 
Leaflet BS-16. Information on transfer of Wichita Refuge to Biol. 
Surv., April 1, 1935. 


Butcher, Devereux. 1955. Seeing America’s wildlife in our national refuges. 
Devin-Adair Co., N. Y. VIII-338 p. 


Butler, Josiah. 1928. Pioneer school teaching at the Comanche-Kiowa agency 
school, 1870-73; being the reminiscences of the first teacher. Chron. 
Okla., 6 (4) :483-528. 


Carpenter, J. Richard. 1940. The grassland biome. Ecol. Monog. 10:617-684. 


Chapman, Berlin B. 1933. Establishment of the Wichita Reservation, Chron. 
Okla., 11(4):1044-1055. General history of Leased District and 
Wichita Mt. area. 


Clift, W. H. 1924. Warren’s Trading Post. Chron. Okla., 2(2):129-140. 
Post on Cache Creek in vicinity of Wichita Mts. 


Collins, Henry H., Jr. 1952. 1951 census of American bison. Blue Heron 
Press. Bronxville, N. Y. Mentions Wichita herd as third largest in 
U. S., at 781 head. 


Conover, G. W. 1927. Sixty years in southwest Oklahoma, or the autobiog- 
raphy of George W. Conover with some thrilling incidents of Indian 
life in Oklahoma and Texas. N. T. Plummer, Anadarko. 129 p. 
General history, description and contemporary events in the area. 


Corwin, H. D. 1958. The Kiowa Indians; their history and life stories. 
Privately printed, Lawton. 221 p. 
. 1959. Comanche and Kiowa captives in Oklahoma and Texas. Co- 
operative Publ. Co., Guthrie. 237 p. 


Cosman, F. C., Jr. 1925. Our vanishing herds. Outdoor Oklahoma. 1(5): 
6,22. 


Coyle, D. C. 1957. Conservation: an American story of conflict and ac- 
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complishment. Rutgers Univ. Press, New Brunswick, N. J. 284 p. illus. 
History of conservation with section in chapter on wildlife on Ft. Sill 
threat to Wichita Refuge (p.236-237 ). 


Cross, Howard. 1917. Animal life in Oklahoma, p. 7-36. In Animal & Plant 
life of Oklahoma, Okla. Geol. Surv. Cir. 6. (Also Okla. Geol. Surv. 
Bull. 27 p. 183-213). 


Dale, E. E., and M. L. Wardell. 1943. History of Oklahoma. Prentice-Hall, 
Inc., N. Y. Includes general history and resources of the Wichitas. 
p. 572, 


Dale, Phyllis, and J. O. Beach. 1951. Mineral production of Oklahoma, 1885- 
1949. Okla. Geol. Surv. Cir. 29. Mineral resources of Wichitas. 


Dana, St. T. 1956. Forest and Range Policy; its development in the United 
States. McGraw-Hill Book Co., N. Y. XI p. 455. p. 353, 391. 


Debo, Angie. 1949. Oklahoma: foot-loose and fancy-free. Univ. Okla. Press, 
Norman. 258 p. Wichitas p. 4, 6, 15. Quartz Mt. Park and Wichita 
Refuge, p. 187-188. 


DeGruchy, James H. B. 1938. A preliminary study of the larger aquatic 
plants of Oklahoma with special reference to their value in fish 
culture. Okla. A & M Coll. Agr. Exp. Sta. Tech. Bull. No. 4. 


Department of Geology and Natural History. Territory of Oklahoma. Sec- 
ond biennial report, 1901-1902. 173 p. Description, minerals & 
mining, building stone, etc. of Wichitas. p. 19-22, 11, 10, 37-38, 40, 
78. 


Dobie, J. Frank. 1930. Coronado’s children: Tales of lost mines and buried 
treasures of the southwest. Grosset and Dunlap, N. Y., 367 p. Chap. 
XVII, “Treasures of the Wichitas.” 


Dobie, J. Frank. 1941. The longhorns. Little Brown & Co., Boston. XIII- 
388 p. Wichita herd mentioned. 


Domenech, Abbe E. H. D. 1860. Seven years’ residence in the great deserts 
of North America. Longman, Green, Longman, and Roberts, London. 
2 vols. Early day description of the beauty of the Wichitas, Vol. I, p. 
141-143. 


Dott, Robert H. 1942. Geology of Oklahoma ground water supplies. Okla. 
Geol. Surv. Mineral Rpt. 11. 


. 1945. Geology applied, by the people, for the people. Chron. Okla., 
23(3):190-202. Early geological work in Wichitas. 

.... 1949. Director’s biennial report for 1947-1948: Minerals of Okla- 
homa. Okla. Geol. Surv. 


Fitzpatrick, H. L. Editor. 1961. The Oklahoma Almanac, Okla. Almanac, 
Inc., Norman, 559 + p. 


Foreman, Carolyn T. 1942. General William Babcock Hazen, Chron. Okla., 
20( 4) :322-342. Hazen’s exploration of Wichitas in 1868, general 
Indian and military history. 


Foreman, Grant. 1924. Red River and the Spanish Boundary in the United 
States Supreme Court. Chron, Okla., 2(3):298-310. 


6 


SPRING 1/2 1962 


. 1926. Pioneer days in the early Southwest. Arthur H. Clark Co., 
Cleveland. 349 p. Cutthroat Gap massacre, Dragoon expedition, and 
Indian history. 


. 1933. Advancing the frontier, 1830-1860. Univ. Okla. Press, Nor- 
man. 363 p. General Indian and military history of area. 


... 1942. A history of Oklahoma. Univ. Okla. Press, Norman 384 p. 
Old Spanish trail through Wichitas, establishment of Camp Wichita, 
and general history of area. 


_... 1954. Threats to the federal wildlife refuges. Audubon Mag., 
56:8-12. Jan, 


Garretson, M. S. 1934. A short history of the American bison. Am. Bison 
Soc., N. Y. 66 p. illus. Wichita herd founding outlined (p. 46-47): 
picture of Wichita bull, “Black Dog”. 


. 1938. The American bison; the story of its extermination as a wild 
species and its restoration under Federal protection. N. Y. Zool. 
Soc., XII -254 p. 


Gibson, A. M. 1960. A guide to the regional manuscripts collections in the 
Division of Manuscripts, University of Oklahoma library. Univ. 
Okla. Press. 222 p. Some of the collections contain sources on the 
Wichita Mountains. 


Gittinger, Roy. 1917. The formation of the state of Oklahoma. Univ. Calif. 
Press, Berkeley. 256 p. 


Glass, Bryan P. and Claud M. Ward. 1959. Bats of the genus Myotis from 
Oklahoma J. Mammal., 40:194-201. 


Goldman, E. A. 1950. The raccoons of North and Middle America. USDA, 
N. A. F., No. 60 p. 38, p. i. hirtus from Mr. Scott, Wichita Refuge. 


Gould, Charles N. 1904. General Geology in Oklahoma, p. 17-74. In 
Dept. of Geol. & Natural History, Territory of Okla, Second biennial 
report, 1901-1902. 


. 1905. Geology and water resources of Oklahoma. USDI, U. S. Geol. 
Surv. Water-supply and irrigation paper No. 148. 178 p. maps. 

... 1908. Preliminary report on the mineral resources of Oklahoma. 
Okla. Geol. Surv. Bull. 1. 
. 1909. Geography of Oklahoma. Buner Bros., Ardmore, Okla. 


. 1911. Brief statement of the geological history of Oklahoma, Okla. 
Geol. Surv. Cir. 2. 13 p. map. 


eee , et al. 1911. Preliminary report on the structural materials of Okla- 
homa. Okla. Geol. Surv. Bull. 5. 182 p. Includes chapter on granites 
by C. H. Taylor. 


.., and C. E. Decker. 1925. Index to the stratigraphy of Oklahoma. 
Okla. Geol. Surv. Bull. 35. 


_, and F. E. Lewis. 1926. The Permian of western Oklahoma and the 
Panhandle of Texas. Okla. Geol. Surv. Cir. 13. 29 p. Wichita-Amarillo 
uplift and general geology. 
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. 1923. Crystalline rocks of the Plains. Bull. of the Geol. Soc. Am., 
34:541-560. 
. 1927a. Metals mined in Oklahoma. My Oklahoma, 1(9):18, 50-51. 
Mining in Wichitas. 
. 1927b. Oklahoma, the geologist’s laboratory. Okla. Geol. Surv. Cir. 
16. 16 p. 
. 1932. Nonmetallics of great commercial value cover much of Okla- 
homa’s area. Pit & Quarry, 25(3):32-38, 48 Granite, limestone, 
sand & gravel in Wichitas. 
. 1933. Oklahoma Place Names. Univ. Okla. Press, Norman. 146 p. 
. 1942. Forty years of Oklahoma geology. Pan-American Geol., 77: 
81-90. Mar. 
. 1959. Covered Wagon Geologist. Univ. Okla. Press, Norman. Gold 
mines, mineral resources and geological work in Wichitas. 

Graves, H. S., and E. W. Nelson. 1919. Our national elk herds. Reprint Bull. 
Am. Game Prot. Assoc., 8(1):1-9. 


Gray, Fenton, and H. M. Galloway. 1959. Soils of Oklahoma. Okla. State Univ. 
(Stillwater), Misc. Publ. MP-56. 65 p. map. 

Gray, Prentiss N. 1939. North American Big Game. Rev. ed. Derrydale Press, 
New York. 533 p. 

Griffith, Melvin E. 1952. Additional species of mosquitoes in Oklahoma. 
Mosquito News, 12(1):10-14. 

Haley, J. C. 1940. The opening of the Kiowa and Comanche Country. Unpubl. 
Master’s thesis, Univ. Okla., Norman. 

Hall, E. R., and K. R. Kelson. 1959. The mammals of North America. Ronald 
Press, New York. 2 vols. 

Halloran, Arthur F. 1957. When Oklahoma lobos prowled. Okla. Game & 
Fish News, 13(8) :6-7. 
. 1957b. Lion in Oklahoma-past and present. Okla. Game & Fish 
News, 13(2):6-8. 
. 1958. Black Red wolves. Okla. Wildlife, 14(4):6-8. 

Ham, W. E. 1946. Mineral resources field trip, Wichita Mountains Dist. Okla. 
Geol. Surv., Industrial Field Trip Guides. 14 p. (mimeographed ). 

Ham, William E. and Neville M. Curtis, Jr. 1960. Common minerals, rocks, 
and fossils of Oklahoma. Okla. Geol. Surv, Guide book 10. 28 p. 
map. 

Harbour, Emma E. 1932. The history of the Red River country since 1803. 
Unpubl. Ph. D. dissertion, Univ. Okla. 

Harper, E. A. 1951. The trade and diplomacy of the Taovayas Indians on the 
northern frontier of New Spain, 1719-1835. Unpubl. Master’s thesis, 
Univ. Okla. 

Harrel, Melvin. 1951. Oklahoma’s million acre ranch. Chron. Okla., 29( 1) :70- 


78. Refers to legend of Spanish expedition in 1629 to Sierra Jumanos 
(Wichita Mts. ). 
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Hartung, A. M. 1947. Scotch West Highland and Spanish Andalusian (early 
day longhorn cattle). Texas Livestock, (Feb. 15, 1947) p. 10 + 70 
illus. Mentions Wichita Refuge longhorns. 


Hill, J. W. 1957. Uranium bearing carbonaceous nodules of southwest 
Oklahoma. Okla. Geol. Surv. Mineral Report 33. 


Hodge, F. W. 1959. Handbook of American Indians North of Mexico. Pageant 
Books, Inc., New York. 2 vols. (Originally published as Bureau of Am. 
Ethnology Bull. 30, 1907.) p. 636, Name of Wichita Mts. Also ref- 
erences to Wichita, Jumanc, Tawehash, Comanche, Kiowa Indians of 
area. 


Hollon, W. E. 1955. Beyond the Cross Timbers: the travels of Randolph B. 
Marcy, 1812-1887. Univ. Okla. Press, Norman. 270 p. Marcy's ex- 
pedition to Wichita Mts. in 1852. 


Honess, C. W., 1923. Geology of the southern Ouachita Mountains of Okla- 
homa. Oklahoma Geol. Surv. Bull. 32. 2 pts. Name of Wichita Mts. 


Hornaday, W. T. 1913. Our vanishing wild life; its extermination and pre- 
servation. New York Zool. Soc., New York. 411 p. 


Hornaday, 1931. Thirty years war for wild life; gains and losses in the thank- 
less task. Permanent Wildlife Protection Fund, Stamford, Conn. XVI, 
292 p. 


Hornbeck, L. N. 1910. The Wichita Indian. Sturm’s Okla. Mag., 10(3):63-70. 


Wichita Mts. ancestral home of Wichita Indians. 


Howell, A. H. 1906. Revision of the skunks of the genus Spilogale. USDA, 
N.A.F. No. 26. 


_. 1914. Revision of the American harvest mice. USDA, N.A.F. No. 36. 


Hubbell, T. H., and A. I. Ortenburger. 1927. Notes on Oklahoma Orthoptera 
with a list of species from the state. Proc. Okla. Acad. Sci., 6:149-183. 


Hutchinson, L. L. 1911. Preliminary report on the rock asphalt, asphaltite, 
petroleum and natural gas in Oklahoma. Okla. Geol. Surv. Bull, No. 2. 


Jacobs, K. F. 1959. Restoration of the greater prairie chicken, Okla. Dept. 
Wildl. Conserv. 42 p. Wichita Refuge planting record (31 cocks, 8 
hens, 2-6-58 ). 


Jenness, G. B. 1908. Old Fort Sill and stirring events preceding its establish- 
men. Sturm’s Okla. Mag., 5(6) :33-37. 


John, E. A. Harper. 1957. Spanish relations with the Indios Barbaros on the 
northernmost frontier of New Spain in the eighteenth century. Unpubl. 
Ph. D. dissertation, Univ. Okla. 


Johnson, R. M. Editor. 1925. Oklahoma History south of the Canadian, ( His- 
torical and biographical ). S. J. Clarke Publishing Co., Chicago. 3 vols. 

Jones, J. K., and B. P. Glass. 1960. The short-tailed shrew, Blarina brevicauda, 
in Oklahoma. Southwestern Nat., 5:136-142. 


Kerr, W. F. 1909. Past, Present and Future of Fort Sill. Sturm’s Okla. Mag. 
8(6):49-54. Description of Mts. and history of area. 
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Lackie, W. H. 1954. The military conquest of the Southern Plains Indians. 
Unpubl. Ph.D. dissertation, Univ. Okla., Norman. 


Leopold, Aldo, L. K. Sowls, and D. L. Spencer. 1947. A survey of over- 
populated deer ranges in the United States. J. Wildl. Mgmt., 11:162- 
ys 

Little, Elbert L., Jr. 1936. The liverworts of Oklahoma. Bryologist, 39:25-34. 
Six species in Wichitas. 

Litton, Gaston. 1957. History of Oklahoma at the ,Golden Anniversary of 
statehood. Lewis Historical Publ. Co., Inc., 4 vols. 
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FUTURE NEEDS OF ETHNOLOGICAL 
RESEARCH IN THE GREAT PLAINS 


James H. Howard, Assistant Professor 
University of North Dakota 


A It was with considerable pleasure that I accepted the in- 

vitation to comment upon the future needs of ethnological 
research in the Great Plains. For some time I have wanted to 
“sound off” on this subject. I only hope that what I have to say will 
not offend too many people, for that is not my purpose. I will there- 
fore apologize in advance and ask those on whose toes I tread to be 
charitable, as my remarks are dictated solely by a wish to improve 
the quality of ethnological research in the Great Plains area. 


Ethnology, the study of living peoples, is one of the three 
major branches of Cultural Anthropology, the other two being 
Archeology and Scientific Linguistics. Since the founding of our 
nation, responsible individuals in government, education, and sci- 
ence have recognized the need for studies of the cultures or ways 
of life of groups different from our own. In North America, quite 
naturally, this branch of Anthropology has been concerned with 
recording and interpreting the cultures of the American Indian and 
Eskimo. 


Thus Thomas Jefferson, who had himself studied Indian 
groups in his native Virginia, was careful to instruct Lewis and 
Clark that they should bring back accurate descriptions of the In- 
dian tribes which they encountered as they explored the newly ac- 
quired Louisiana Territory. In 1879 the government established a 
Bureau of American Ethnology for the express purpose of imple- 
menting the systematic study of its native races. This was the first 
and for a long time the only example of a government department 
devoted to such study (Penniman 1935: 119). 


Since the time of Lewis and Clark many excellent studies 
have been produced, recording the habits and customs of Plains 
Indian groups. With the passage of time ethnographic techniques 
have been refined, and now the tape recorder and motion picture 
camera provide valuable adjuncts to the ethnographer’s pencil in 
recording and interpreting the customs of peoples whose cultures 
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are sometimes vastly different from one another and from our own. 


But the subject of this paper is not to catalog the work ac- 
complished to date but to outline what are, in my opinion, future 
needs. First off, I would like to take issue with a statement frequent- 
ly made concerning the status of Plains ethnology — namely that 
“everything important has already been done”. I am sure that those 
who have made this statement are sincere. I am equally certain 
they are dead wrong. On the contrary, the surface has hardly been 
scratched. Not only do we lack basic ethnographies for many im- 
portant groups, but some of the earlier works are badly in need of 
revision and amplification. 


For the student who wants to make a name for himself 
and is seeking a group to study which has not already been the sub- 
ject of a major monograph, I might suggest the Quapaw, the Osage, 
or the Kansa. Other groups, such as the Ponca, Arapaho, Arikara, 
or Dakota, though partially described, still provide vast mines of 
material. Nor need we stop with these tribes — almost every tribal 
group in the Great Plains offers opportunities for acculturation 
studies. Those tribes which were uprooted from their homes in 
the East and removed to the Indian Territory provide unique op- 
portunities for studies of the effect of environmental change upon 
culture patterns. Another ripe field for study is the feeling for 
“Indian nationality” which has developed, particularly in the Plains 
area, in recent years, and which I termed “Pan-Indianism” in an 
article on the subject a few years ago (Howard 1955). Nor must 
we limit ourselves to the study of American Indian groups, though 
they have remained the prime focus of ethonological study in the 
Plains area. Roberts, Kozelka, and Arth, in their “Some Highway 
Culture Patterns”, and Miner in his Culture and Agriculture have 
demonstrated how the ethnologist’s techniques can be applied to 
the study of the major “White” culture in the Plains region (Ro- 
berts et al 1957; Miner 1949). 


There is need, then, for continuing study in the Great 
Plains, and no lack of opportunities. The problems are not all 
solved, and there is room for both descriptive work (Ethnography ) 
and its interpretation (Ethnology ). Unfortunately, after the “gold- 
en age” of ethnography in the Plains area, initiated by Franz Boas 
and his students, ethnographic work has dwindled to a trickle. It 
has become more fashionable, it seems, for the ethnologist to seek 
his problems on the other side of the world, while we neglect the 
opportunities in our own back yard. 


This leads me to my second point, the need for publica- 
tion outlets for monograph-length studies in ethnology. There are 
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many fine national and regional journals which will publish short 
papers on Plains ethnology. It seems though, that longer works, 
however competent, often go begging for want of a publisher. 
Though publication costs are admittedly higher today than ever 
before, I doubt that this is the complete explanation. One notes, 
for example, that archeological studies and linguistic treatises can 
usually be placed for publication. Perhaps the notion mentioned 
earlier “that everything important has already been done” is a 
limiting factor here — I do not know. I am certain, however, that 
the lack of suitable publication outlets has a negative effect upon 
ethnological research. 


It is true, of course, that many books on “Indians” appear 
each year in the bookstores, and a good percentage of these are 
concerned with groups in the Plains area. A close examination of 
these books, however, reveals that the great majority are merely 
“potboilers” — popularized condensations of older works pre-di- 
gested for the general taste, little new information is provided. In 
this category, with but few exceptions, I would place the volumes 
making up the “Civilization of the American Indian” series. These 
“Indian histories” too often are more “history” than “Indian,” and 
simply do not fill the bill if one’s goal is to gain a detailed and com- 
prehensive knowledge of the Indian tribes represented. I have 
found, for example, that I cannot use such “Indian histories” as 
basic readings for my beginning students in the North American 
Indians course which I teach here at the University. The necessary 
data on social organization, kinship, and religion is either com- 
pletely missing or so “popularized” and watered down as to make 
the books virtually useless for serious anthropological purposes. 
They are highly entertaining, very readable, and contain a great 
deal of historical data but are simply not ethnology. What is needed 
are more sources, perhaps supported by foundations for the pub- 
lication of longer scientific studies of American Indian culture. 


Finally, and perhaps most important of all, is the need for 
more and. better regional museums of anthropology. The general 
public should be made aware of the importance of the museum as 
an institution of learning — not merely a place where one can dump 
the kids on Sunday afternoon. Too often the local museum becomes 
a mere “curiosity cabinet” or “community attic,” a repository for 
the strangest assortments of unrelated curiosa. We confront, on en- 
tering such a museum, row after row of dusty cases crammed with 
artifacts, poorly lighted and for the most part unlabeled. 


The museum of today should be well lighted, uncluttered, 
and attractive. Its exhibits should be skillfully designed to hold the 
attention of even the most casual visitor. Through skillful art work 
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the visitor's eye is led from one exhibit to the next, while the dis- 
plays develop whatever idea is to be presented in a forthright and 
uncomplicated manner. I am all in favor of restricting the scope of 
the small anthropological museum to those areas which are best 
represented by the artifacts in its collections and the particular 
training of its staff. Too often, in attempting to show the whole 
range of recorded time and the entire area of the globe, the small 
museum fails to present an accurate picture of any single culture. 


A foolish and self-limiting tendency of many small 
museums is to slavishly imitate the better displays of large metro- 
politan museums while ignoring the opportunities for unique ex- 
hibits of local materials. 


Likewise our museums should not only serve for the in- 
struction of the schoolchild or interested layman. They should also 
be repositories of study collections available to visiting scientists 
interested in the area, and if it is at all possible financially, should 
conduct active research programs of their own. 


In the area of material culture the regional museum is 
often in a particularly favorable position to render assistance to the 
ethnologist. With the passing of older native informants, it becomes 
more difficult each year to secure accurate information on the 
aboriginal life of American Indian tribes. Increasingly we must turn 
to the evidence provided by Archeology and Ethnohistory. Un- 
fortunately, for the student interested in problems involving ma- 
terial culture, both of these disciplines have serious limitations. 


Usually only “hard” materials such as stone, shell, and 
bone are preserved in archeological sites. Wooden, leather, and tex- 
tile items occur only in rare spots, such as dry caves. Similarly, early 
writers, whose works are so skillfully collated by the ethnohistorian, 
though they often provide us with excellent data concerning the 
numbers, locations, warfare, and political life of Indian groups, 
seldom go into enough detail when describing material culture ob- 
jects such as items of dress, weapons, tools, etc. to permit areal 
comparisons or distribution studies. Even paintings and sketches, 
such as those of Catlin, Bodmer, and Kurz are often so stylized and 
generalized as to make interpretation quite difficult. 


There remains, however, a largely untapped source of 
information of potentially great value. I am referring, of course, to 
the ethnological collections in regional museums. These collections 
often contain surprisingly large amounts of material dating back as 
much as one or two hundred years. A study of these materials and 
their sources, dates of collection, etc., can help immeasurably in 
filling in the broad outlines of Indian culture which have been 
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sketched by historians, ethnographers, and archeologists. Perhaps 
the term “museum-ethnography” would be an apt designation for 
this field of endeavor. 


Since it is usually impractical for the individual scientist 
to visit each and every museum which might contain materials 
pertinent to his particular research project in the area of material 
culture, museums would perform a great service if they under- 
took to publish illustraticns and descriptions of selected specimens 
from their collections. I am thinking here not only of objects of a 
rare and unusual sort, but also of items once common and typical in 
their respective cultures which are poorly represented in museum 
collections. Here is an area in Plains ethnology in which museums 
can implement future research in a very significant manner. /\ 
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OSCAR YELLOWWOLF, COMANCHE 


Hugh D. Corwin, Secretary, 
Great Plains Historical Assocaition 


Born within half a decade of the first Comanche Sun Dance, 
YN Oscar Yellowwolf was one of many examples of Plains 
Indians who were forced to a state of acculturation by the techno- 
logical superiority of an ever-encroaching alien people. 


His physical life, while spanning a bridge between two 
centuries and lasting more than four score years, did not begin 
to compare with the vastly complex adjustment that was necessary 
for him to survive in a new environment which his forefathers and 
traditions had no experience with which to fully prepare him. 


Oscar Yellowwolf, Peet-su-vah, was bern in a buffalo 
hide tipi on the banks of Cache Creek near Fort Sill. While there 
is some question as to the actual date of his birth, the census re- 
cords of the superintendent of the Indian Agency at Anadarko 
list his birth as 1879. This was just five years after the medicine 
man, Ishatai, Coyote Droppings, aro used the hard pressed Co- 
manches to stage their first tribal Sun Dance as a revival to bring 
back the dwindling buffalo and to ward off the pressure of the 
Westward movement of the Anglo-Americans. Oscar Yellow- 
wolf's mother, Herk-e-yah, a mixed blocd cf Comanche and Mexi- 
can captive ancestry, told her son that he was born “on the day 
old chief Too-yah-tay died.” She recalled relatives and friends of 
Too-yah-tay bringing his body past their tipi in a hack enroute to 
the burial gro und at Fort Sill. 


Oscar Yellowwolf’s father, Esa-haupt, was of the Pe-na- 
teka, or Honey-Eaters, largest and best-known of the Comanche 
bands, and had lived for a time on the reservation at the junction 
of the Brazos and Clear Fork rivers near Fort Belknap in Texas. 
In 1859, however, the band moved to lands now Oklahoma. Esa- 
haupt’s family camped most of the time in an area north Fort Cobb. 

Badly scattered as a result of the Civil War vears, Esa-haupt’s 
family band then ranged over the prairies north of the Washita 
River. 


It was during this period that Esa-haupt took Herk-e-yah 
as a wife. She was a member of the Kwa-ha-di, or Antelope Band, 
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U.S. ARMY ARTILLERY MUSEUM 


Oscar Yellowwolf, as a young man, wearing 
braid wrappers and “Legion of Death” be -ads. 


who visited freely with the Honey- Eaters. It was probably on one 
of these visits that the father and mother of Oscar Yellowwolf met. 


Following the Medicine Lodge Treaty of 1867 when the 
Comanches, Kiowa, and Kiowa-Apaches were placed on a reser- 
vation north of the Red River in southwestern Oklahoma, Esa- 
haupt, Oscar Yellowwolf recalls, served for a time as an army 
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scout at Fort Sill, firmly refusing, however, to ever lead the soldiers 
to the camps of his people, the Comanche. 


In Yellowwolf’s boyhood, the family moved frequently. 
They lived north of Fort Cobb on the Washita, then moved to the 
vicinity of present day Hobart, and still later to an area east of 
Indiahoma. Here, gradually adjusting to the encroaching pressures 
brought about by the influx of new ideas of the Westward expan- 
sion of the Anglo-American, the Esa-haupt family remained until 
the reservation was broken up for settlement in 1901. Members of 
the family all took allotments in this area, some as far south as the 
present Faxon, Oklahoma. 


It was during the formative years of his childhood that 
this young Comanche came into direct association with the absorp- 
tion of new cultural traits. He was about six years of age when 
his aunt took him to the Kiowa Government School at present 
Anadarko. Here the teachers gave him an English name, Oscar 
Yellowwolf, the surname being an Anglicized version of his father’s 
name. Since it was not the custom of the Comanche to use a sur- 
name or to use the name of another person, this was indeed a 
strange introduction to the new ways that were enveloping him. 


When the Fort Sill Indian School was cpened in 1891, 
Oscar Yellowwolf attended for three or four years. Among his 
classmates was White Parker, Harold Parker, Neda Parker Bird- 
song, and Wanada Parker Page, descendants of Quanah Parker, the 
famous mixed blood leader of the Comanche. 


Captain R. H. Pratt, founder of the Carlisle Indian School 
in Pennsylvania, selected Oscar Yellowwolf as one of the Comanche 
to attend this school. However, he became ill with a fever during 
the summer and could not leave with the others for the eastern 
school. Instead, he attended the Fort Sill Indian School for an- 
other year of two, leaving his classes to return home and help Esa- 
haupt with the ranching. He recalled driving the school principal 
in a hack to Fort Sill on October 7, 1894, to see the wagons bringing 
in the Apache prisoners of war from the railhead at Rush Springs 
upon their arrival from imprisonment in Florida. 


Esa-haupt, who maintained a large herd of cattle and 
horses on the prairie lands between West Cache and Post Oak 
creeks, was wise enough to see the rapid changes that were taking 
place in the Comanche way of life. He often cautioned his son 
against unwisely handling his property. 


Oscar Yellowwolf, in the last years of the reservation per- 
iod, married the daughter of Mo-kah and Ki-woovy. Apparently the 
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Indian method of marriage did not suit the government agent, and 
about a year later he required Oscar and his wife, together with 
three other couples, to come to the agency, obtain marriage licen- 
ses, and be united in the “white man’s way.” By 1910, Oscar Yellow- 
wolf's wife had died, but she bore a son, Patterson, who likewise 
died within a few years. Yellowwolf later married Why-per (Ada 
Pe-che-do), and reared two daughters, Hazel and Lella (Leta). 
When Why-per died in 1951, Oscar Yellowwolf, then 72 years of 
age, lived with his daughter Leta west of Cache, Oklahoma, in 
Comanche county. 

Yellowwolf, while constantly facing the changing ways of 
his life, often recalled the admonitions of his father, Esa-haupt. On 
one occasion old Esa-haupt took his son, Oscar, to the top of Nava- 
jo Mountain near Headrick, Oklahoma, and sweeping his arm 
across the skyline, said: “Son, look in all directions. Do you See any 
houses?” 

“No,” replied Oscar, “I do not see any houses.” 

“Well,” said Esa-haupt, “in a few years you will see all 
these prairies plowed up and the land marked off in squares like 
a checkerboard. Every little square will have a white man’s house 
on it. 

“I want you to listen to me and learn the white man’s ways. 
I want you to keep what you have and not foolishly give it away or 
gamble. 


“You learn to work with horses and cattle, buy and sell 
them, keep your land and don’t sell it, and then you will not have 
to work and dig and sweat like the white man.” 

Oscar Yellowwolf did heed his father’s advice and held 
on to the land that he inherited. At his death, January 4, 1962, he 
was one of the wealthier Comanches. 


Oscar Yellowwolf, born in the last days of the freedom of 
the Comanche, made the transition from the buffalo hide tipi and 
the horse culture of the Southern Plains to the technological age 
when Man had orbited the Earth. 


The life of Oscar Yellowwolf could probably be dupli- 
cated many times throughout the Great Plains. He underwent the 
transference of cultural traits from many sources, and yet managed 
to retain many of the mores of his Comanche ancestors which had 
significance through time and space. 

While much emphasis has been placed on the ethnological 
studies of acculturation of ethnic groups, there seems to always be 
a place for more detailed analysis of the individual’s transition from 
one cultural tradition to another. A 
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